
NEW SESSION CLOSER LOOK: RESPIRATORY MANAGEMENT 
OF THE NEUROMUSCULAR PATIENT

Respiratory Management 
of the NM Patient 
Symposium
Thursday, Sept. 14
Part 1 - Lecture: 1:30 – 3:00 PM
Part 2 - Demonstrations: 4:00 – 
5:30 PM
Ericka P. Simpson, MD; 
Aparajitha K. Verma, MD; 
Venessa Holland, MD 

Why is this topic important?
Within neurology, neuromuscular medicine is the 
only subspecialty in which the doctor must serve as 
neurologist, physiatrist, genetic counselor, and 
pulmonologist for his or her patients. However, there 
is variability in the availability of  resources and 
allied health services for  clinicians. In addition, 
there is lack of standard practice care guidelines for 
most of our diseases 
as it relates to 
respiratory care and 
treatment.

This session is one of  
the first needed to 
address the needs of the neuromuscular specialist and 
the patients for whom they care. Such sessions or  
didactics will need to be  expanded at not only the 
national level, but also regional and local levels.

How did this session develop?
As a neuromuscular specialist, educator, and director 
of multidisciplinary clinics for ALS and DM 
patients, I am committed to optimizing the care and 
improving the quality of life for our patients, 
through education. This commitment began with 
our local patient population in the form of a 
respiratory care conference for our ALS patients, 
then providing continuing education for our 
regional and national MDA clinic directors, and now 
to the upcoming Respiratory Session offered at the 
AANEM Annual Meeting in September 2017.

Who should attend?
Anyone who cares for patients with neuromuscular 
conditions would benefit from attending this session.  
It will inform about the prevalence of breathing 
dysfunction in this population as well as how to 
evaluate and manage the variety of respiratory and 
sleep related breathing co-morbid conditions.

Moreover, attendees 
will have the 
opportunity to receive 
hands-on training with  
equipment and devices 
for the evaluation and 

treatment of these conditions. Given neuromuscular 
specialists also provide the core of respiratory care for 
their patients, this session is important to better care 
for their patients.
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“Given that many neuromuscular specialists also 
provide the core of respiratory care for their 
patients, this session is important to better care for 
their patients.” - Ericka P. Simpson, MD
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